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What’s missing
• Book physicality

– Color

– Thickness

– Cover Image

– Font

– Amount of wear & 
tear

• Location of books
– Proximity

– Walking by 100s of 
books



How to support:
• Open-ended explorations

• Serendipitous discoveries



Modules





Designed for Serendipity
• Multiple visual access points

• Highlighting adjacencies

• Enticing curiosity

• Flexible visual 
pathways

• Playful exploration



• Evaluation study at TFDL

• Published at CHI 2012 (Proceedings of the 

SIGCHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing 
Systems)

• Presented at Liberact I

• Both web & touch friendly



Challenges

• Small collections
100-300 items

• Timeline

– Content time

• Search/filter

• Connections to 
existing catalog

• More info

• Data: 
MARC -> Flash



Mackie Family 
History of Neuroscience Collection

• 2500 items dating from 1560

• 67 items fully digitized

• majority of items catalogued, 
available for study

• Garrison sub-collection
• ~190 itemsJamie and Brenda Mackie



Challenges - Accessibility

Dr. Robert Gordon

• Dr. Gordon’s catalogue -
extensive notes, no link to library 
catalogue

• Digitized items - publicly 
available, limited selection

• Library catalogue - functional



Opportunities - Connections

• Interesting, important stuff!
• beyond neurology, medicine, 

science

display at 18th Century Matters



Opportunities - Relationships and context

• Author contemporaries and 
collaborators

• Chronology and geography 
of works

• Student work and current 
research



Fit for Bohemian Bookshelf

• Casual entry to collection

– Engaging for wider audience

• Collection as a whole

– More than one item at a time

– Patterns

• “you don’t know what you don’t know”







Data
• MARC XML to CSV javascript

• Data entry for missing fields in Excel
– Subject headings

– Cover & title page images

– Author information & images

• Excel to CSV OpenOffice Calc

• CSV to JSON javascript



Timeline



Connecting to
the Catalog





Thank you!

Questions?
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